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FRONTISPIECE: Influenza (the “flu”) spreads around the world annually, 
killing millions of people in pandemic years and hundreds of thousands in 
non-pandemic years.  Three such pandemics occurred in the 20th century 
and killed tens of millions of people.  A deadly avian strain (the “bird” flu), 
H5N1, poses the greatest risk for a new influenza pandemic since it first 
killed humans in Asia in the 1990s. 
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